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universally the Druses are said to worship a golden calf.
He replied : "We worship only the one pure God, but God
is in all things, the sky, the earth, fire, water, men, ani-
mals, and vegetables. Consequently among all peoples
He has been adored by many of His symbols."
This point of view may be partly responsible for the
readiness of the Druses to observe outward forms of Chris-
tianity and Islam. As a matter of fact, they will some-
times make the sign of the cross and dip their fingers in
holy water, and will repeat Moslem prayers. I was told
by one Druse elder, in all seriousness, that to do these
things was "polite and harmless."
But the persistent story of the secret worship of a
golden calf was what interested me most deeply in con-
nection with the faith of the Druses. I was beset with
obvious difficulties in my efforts to get at the truth about
it, and I am not sure that I ever did. The worst handi-
cap was my genuine admiration of the Druses, their
extraordinary kindness to me, and an unwillingness on
my part, then or ever, to betray their friendship.1
Among the many Druses whom I ventured to ques-
tion in regard to the golden calf was Suleiman bey Izze-
din, the great Druse historian. Though at the time a
semi-invalid, he consented to talk with me because of
my friendship with his son, Daoud. The house of the
Izzedin family was Europeanized in furnishings, but a
veiled girl servant, shuffling barefoot on wooden clogs,
conducted me to Suleiman bey's bedchamber. It was a
lofty room, white-plastered — elegant, but austere. The
substance of this chapter, published in Asia, was translated
n .Arabic and widely circulated in Syria with the benevolent approval
Irjijiriy LVuse akils, v,rbf> refrained, however,  from confirming or
it.- accuracy.

